
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Marbletown Elementary School Newsletter – December 23, 2016 
 

Students Practice “Giving” Marbletown 
Our school theme for December has been “Giving.” Our students have been involved in many 

activities on that theme.  For example, pre-K students worked on giving respect by being kind to each 
other.  First graders and K/1 students made cards for seniors.   Some second grade students made 
blankets for children at St. Jude’s Hospital.  Many 3rd graders wrote about the people who light up their 
lives.  They then invited families to class and read to them their essays.   Other 3rd graders sent cards to 
members of the armed forces.  Kindergarten students were involved is several activities tied to giving.   
Some kindergarten students gave “random acts of kindness gifts to others in our school community.   
Students in one kindergarten class read books by Kevin Henke about giving.   Then they created a giving 
tree filled ornaments representing different gifts they can give (e.g. patience, listening, sharing, and 
friendship).  Almost all of our students made gifts for parents, relatives and people in the community. 
The whole idea is to get our entire school community thinking about what we can do for others, focusing 
primarily on gifts that cost little or nothing.   

We also had a lot of other activities happening this month.  The kindergarten students invited 
family members in to build gingerbread houses.  In other grades we had events including an author’s 
tea, a presentation of learning about reptiles, and a Welcome Winter (Winter Solstice) event.  This week, 
we had a visit from the Intermediate School Band, Ugly Sweater Day (for adults), Festive Dress Up Day 
(for students), a movie and a Golden Gander ceremony.   Today we will conclude the day with a whole 
school music assembly.   It has been a busy, fun month and we have a wonderful, caring community.   
 

          
A kindergarten student gives a “Random Act of Kindness” gift to Mrs. Miller (left).  Ms. Moone’s students create a blanket 

to send to St. Jude’s (right). 
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Ms. O'Neal's students spread kindness by writing letters to their friends thanking them for being kind (left).  Strong 

contenders for the Ugly Sweater Award – Mr. Protoss, Mr. Kotsol, and Mr. Scarpati (right). 

 

   
Mrs. Melville’s students describe their “giving tree” (left).  Ms. DiGennaro’s students present at their “Welcome Winter” 

event (right). 

 

    
Mr. Schoonmaker and the Intermediate School play for us (left) as our students enjoy the show (right). 

 

Golden Gander Recipients 
One of the main goals of our PBIS program is to recognize positive behavior and celebrate 

success. To that end we recognized the Golden Gander certificate winners for the month. Golden 
Gander certificate recipients are students who follow school rules, exhibit effort and behave like good 
citizens. The students recognized with Golden Gander certificates in December were:  

Pre-K 
Matthew Dennin  Mackenzie Decker  Jack Helm 
 
 
 



Kindergarten 
Hailey Davis   Wayne Dorylis   Aliah Razek  Johnathan Jackson 
Kalleigh Coffey   Starrleigh Coffey  Savanna Jorge  Wyatt Baker 
 Isabella Porras- Vargas  Matteo Walsh 

1st Grade 
Liam Walzer   Charles Scully   Dakota Taylor   Peter Hamilton 
Ella Schoonmaker  Sophia Solberg   Cillian Carroll  Jaxson Bauer 
Aidan Olivieri   Andrea Hernandez  Nathaniel Stupple Kieran O’Sullivan 
Isaac Tucker  

2nd Grade 
Genevieve Cozza  Ava Quick   Logan Burkins  Georgia Weinstein 
Celia Mead   Syler Padusnak   Shaun Dolan  Alana LeBlanc 
Abigail Cline 

3rd Grade 
Natalee Kiersted  Haylee Henebery  Isaac Herman  Amanda DeWitt  
Mahir Rab   Scarlett Kormondy  Grace Kiszkiel  Claire Serrano 
Ruby Powell   Junior Hernandez  Anthony Greco  Hanna Rylewicz 
Fahad Bhuiyan 

Art News 
Happy Holidays from the Marbletown Art Room! We've been making symbols to help bring 

peace, happiness, and love to our school community. 

   
Art work displayed in our hallways (left).  Students share their seasonal art work (right). 

 

Thank You & Happy Holidays! 
Thank you to everyone who made donations to help make the holidays a little brighter for our students.  

Marbletown students and families have been fortunate to have food, gift cards and gifts donated for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  Some of the groups involved include the Rosendale Women’s Club, Rosendale Seniors at Park 
Heights,  VFW Post 686, Community Church of High Falls, Kripplebush Methodist Church, and SP Scientific.  One of 
our second grade students even donated his birthday gifts to the toy drive, and a community member made and 
donated 26 hand knitted hats.  We also want to thank the faculty and staff members who spearheaded and 
contributed to those efforts. We are so blessed to have such generosity within our community. 

 

Teaching Humanity 
I was recently approached by a parent who asked me what our school does to teach skills to help 

students grow up to be open, welcoming, and tolerant.  The parent was concerned about the rise in hate 
crimes in the United States over the past few months.  The answer is that we do a whole lot at 
Marbletown to teach humanity, certainly more than can be captured in this article.    



While schools are known for teaching reading, writing and arithmetic, we also spend a great deal 
of time teaching humanity.  Twenty-five years ago, Robert Fulghum wrote a book called All I Ever 
Needed to Know, I Learned in Kindergarten.   That title rings true not only in our kindergarten classes, 
but also in all the classrooms at Marbletown where our teachers teach, model and reinforce lifelong 
skills like sharing, cooperation, listening, and empathy.   I am in the fortunate position where I get to visit 
all classrooms on a regular basis.   As a result, I get to see the many ways we teach humanity to our 
students, and I must add that our teachers do an exceptional job of doing so!    

At Marbletown, we also believe that the halls and walls should reflect the things that we value 
most as a school community.  Our walls display some of the proud academic accomplishments of our 
students.  They also display beautiful works of art.   In addition, you will also clearly notice by looking at 
our halls and walls (and ceilings!) that we celebrate diversity and emphasize kindness, respect, gratitude, 
peace, family, and cooperation.   

We also teach character and humanity through our PBIS program.  That program includes 
behavioral expectations that are positively stated and focus on three key areas - safety, respect, and 
responsibility.   We teach our expectations explicitly, We describe what it looks like to be safe, 
respectful, and responsible in the hallway, playground, bus, and cafeteria.  Another characteristic of PBIS 
is that we systematically recognize and celebrate success.  We look to catch students making good 
choices and then we recognize them through programs like our High Five tickets, Way to Go Wall, and 
Golden Gander certificates.   A final characteristic of our PBIS program is that we develop monthly 
themes and then create student activities and events tied to those themes.   You may have noted that 
our last three monthly themes included safety, thankfulness, and giving.    
 Several weeks ago, I was reading the work of Thomas Hoerr, author of a book called The 
Formative Five.  Hoerr conducted research in an effort to determine which character traits were most 
associated with success.   He maintains that while the arts and academic skills are extremely important, 
success stems as much or more from personal qualities.  He identifies five important qualities that we 
should try to help all people acquire by teaching them explicitly.  Those qualities include empathy, self-
control, integrity, embracing diversity, and grit.   I shared these ideas with our School Improvement 
Team and then our whole faculty.  Moving forward, we plan to incorporate some or all of the Formative 
Five in our PBIS monthly themes and activities.   
 We are lucky to have a great parental community.  We appreciate your input and look forward to 
any suggestions you may have.    

For everyone celebrating, have a Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah! Happy Kwanza! To our 
entire extended school community, have a safe, peaceful and joyous break and a happy new year!  It is a 
joy to work with your children.  As always, thank you for your support!   

 
Sincerely,  

      Andrew Davenport, Principal  

                                    
Guest reader, Mr. Cole, gets hugs from Dr. Shaw’s students (left). Mrs. Knapp’s class sings for parents (right). 



 
Marbletown students enjoy the Pajama Day assembly. 

                  
Ugly sweaters Sheila Brown, Brian Kotsol, and Maryanne Gates (left).  Mrs. Melville’s students perform at the assembly. 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar! 

 We look forward to having you join us for upcoming events.  Make sure to mark your calendar for the 
following dates:  

 December Break December 24th – January 2nd.  

 January 3 (Tuesday): School resumes 

 January 11 (Wednesday):  Marbletown PTA meeting, 6:00 p.m., cafeteria.  

 January 16 (Monday):  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School.  

 January 20 (Friday): PTA Movie Night at MES, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., gymnasium.  

 January 27 (Friday): End of second quarter.  

 


